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SCORING GUIDE FOR TIMED ESSAY 
Writing & Rhetoric I – Fall 2011 

 

INTRODUCTION & THESIS-STATEMENT 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE 

NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL 
WORK 

SCORE 

 Intro  
o provides needed background and forecasts letter's 

structure. 
o leads to a clear thesis statement that answers prompt 

by summarizing how this class has impacted the writer's 
view of writing and his/her writing process.  

 Thesis demonstrates that writer understands the prompt. 

Meets most but not 
all of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 

Meets very few or 
none of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 
 

 

20...19...18 17...16...15 14..........1  

WRITER'S CHOICES ABOUT STRUCTURE (Logos) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE 

NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL 
WORK 

SCORE 

 Reflective letter is unified around thesis statement that 
answers prompt. 

 Writer clearly develops each point as forecasted in the 
introduction. 

 The organization of the essay reveals a clear line of 
reasoning (from thesis to points and evidence). 

 Conclusion complements the intro (brings a sense of 
closure to the points and particulars in the essay). 

Meets most but not 
all of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 

Meets very few or 
none of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 

 

20...19...18 17...16...15 14..........1  

WRITER’S USE OF SUPPORT AND EVIDENCE (POINTS – PARTICULARS STRUCTURE) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE 

NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL 
WORK 

SCORE 

 Each point is supported or illustrated by concrete evidence: 
concrete examples from writer’s class experiences such as 
class discussions, online and in-class activities, major essay 
assignments and reading assignments. 

Meets most but not 
all of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 
 

Few or none of 
previous qualities are 
in evidence. 

 

20...19...18 17...16...15 14..........1  

USE OF RHETORICAL APPEALS (LOGOS, ETHOS AND PATHOS) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE 

NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL 
WORK 

SCORE 

The writer has demonstrated his/her rhetorical knowledge by 
focusing on  

 LOGOS: appeal to reason 
- Strong thesis is supported by reasons which are in turn 
supported by strong evidence. 
- Structure is logically developed (from thesis to reasons to 
evidence)  

 ETHOS: appeal to speaker’s character 
- demonstrates self-knowledge (understanding of his/her 
development as a writer) 
- demonstrates content knowledge (main concepts and ideas,  
critical thinking) 
- demonstrates rhetorical knowledge (discusses rhetorical 
strategies or choices made to accomplish a specific goal for a 
specific audience and genre and demonstrates a good grasp of 
rhetorical appeals and writing strategies) 
- uses appropriate tone for this rhetorical context. 
- demonstrates critical knowledge and judgment (awareness 

Meets most but not 
all of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 

Few or none of 
previous qualities are 
in evidence. 
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of significant strengths and weaknesses or changes in his/her 
writing) 

 PATHOS: appeal to reader’s imagination, values, beliefs 
and emotions 

- uses vivid language and powerful examples to appeal to 
audience’s emotions and values. 
- provides needed background showing awareness of 
audience’s needs. 

20...19...18 17...16...15 14..........1  

WRITER’S CHOICES ABOUT STYLE, VOICE, SCALE OF ABSTRACTION 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE 

NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL 
WORK 

SCORE 

 The use of concrete language (low on the scale of 
abstraction) reveals the author’s clear thinking process and 
allows the reader to “see” the writer’s angle of vision.  

 Voice of the writer is appropriate for given rhetorical 
situation. 

 Writer appears knowledgeable. 

Meets most but not 
all of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 
 

Few or none of 
previous qualities are 
in evidence. 

 

10...9...8 7...6...5 4...3...2...1  

MECHANICS (GRAMMAR, PUNCTUATION, SENTENCE CLARITY) AND DOCUMENT DESIGN  

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE 

NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL 
WORK 

SCORE 

 Each sentence can be understood the first time it is read, 
yet complex and varied enough to hold the reader’s 
interest. 

 Very few spelling, punctuation and/or grammatical 
mistakes. 

 Choices in diction are effective. 

 Paper meets all given format guidelines. 

Meets most but not 
all of VERY 
EFFECTIVE criteria. 
 

Few or none of 
previous qualities are 
in evidence. 
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