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Writer’s Name: 

 

Bold = Missing or lacking in this area 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose and Audience Awareness (20 points) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK SCORE 

All of these qualities are in evidence: 

● Essay is informative, interesting and has a 

clear thesis. 

● Essay uses surprising reversal effectively. 

● Essay uses rhetorical  appeals: ethos, pathos, 

and logos effectively.  

Nearly all of previous qualities are in evidence. It is 

possible that 

● The thesis is present, but unclear. 

● The essay does not offer surprising 

information. 

● Rhetorical appeals are present, but used 

ineffectively 

Few or none, of previous qualities are in 

evidence. It is possible that 

● The thesis is absent. 

● The essay does not attempt to use 

surprising reversal. 

● Rhetorical appeals are missing. 
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Genre Conventions/ Structure (25 points) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK SCORE 



All of these qualities are in evidence: 

● Essay effectively navigates between closed 

and open forms.   

● The title is appropriate and compelling 

● The introduction hooks the reader and has a 

clear blueprint for the paper. 

● Essay shows a logical progression and 

organization of thoughts and transitions 

between paragraphs. 

● The conclusion reflects on the theme and 

central points of the paper.  

Nearly all of previous qualities are in evidence. It is 

possible that 

● The essay uses closed and open forms 

ineffectively. 

● The title is bland or restates assignment. 

● The introduction in not interesting, or does 

not clearly show the direction of the paper. 

● The essay loses focus and digresses from the 

topic. 

● The conclusion is not creative or reflective.       

Few or none of previous qualities is in 

evidence. It is possible that 

● The essay does not demonstrate an 

understanding of closed and open 

forms. 

● The title is absent. 

● The introduction does not relate to 

the theme of the paper. 

● There is little or no organization, 

or the essay is difficult to follow. 

● The conclusion is absent or not 

relevant to the topic. 

  

20…19…18 17……….16………...15 14…. 13…12…11…. 10…5…1   

  

Research (15 points) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK SCORE 

All of these qualities are in evidence: 

● The essay shows evidence that the writer is 

engaged, and interested in the research. 

● The essay reflects clear and thoughtful 

research, which goes beyond an “and/then” 

recounting of events. 

● Essay demonstrates an interesting 

underlying research question. 

● Secondary research is present and uses 

appropriate signal phrases or attributive 

tags.      

Nearly all of previous qualities are in evidence. It is 

possible that 

● Observation is present, but writer does not 

seemed engaged in the process. 

● The essay lists observations with minimal 

reflection. 

● The underlying research question is evident, 

but not interesting. 

● Secondary research is present, but does not 

use signal phrases or attributive tags.       

Few or none of previous qualities is in 

evidence. It is possible that  

● Observation is lacking or non-

existent. 

● There is little or no meaningful 

reflection. 

● Observation seems random and 

unrelated to a research question. 

● There is no secondary research. 
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 Documentation (10 Points) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK SCORE 



All of these qualities are in evidence:  

● Essay clearly indicates where information is 

coming from. 

● In text citations and Works Cited or 

Reference Page are present and conform to 

MLA or APA citation styles. 

 

Nearly all of previous qualities are in evidence. It is 

possible that 

● Source information is obscure at times. 

● In text citations and Works Cited or 

Reference Page, at times, are improperly 

cited. 

Few or none of previous qualities is in 

evidence. It is possible that: 

● Source information is not present. 

● Essay lacks any citations and/or 

Works Cited or Reference Page.  
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Writing Process (20 points) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK SCORE 

All of these qualities are in evidence:  

● Essay meets requirements for page length 

and number of sources (1 credible 

secondary source and observation log). 

● Portfolio submission includes copies of 

journals, homework, peer reviews, group 

activities, and drafts.  

● Final essay is significantly revised from 

previous drafts. 

 

 

Nearly all of previous qualities are in evidence. It is 

possible that 

● Essay may be missing either source or may 

not meet page length. 

● Portfolio may be missing exercises. 

● Final essay shows revision that may not be 

significant.  

Few or none of previous qualities is in 

evidence. It is possible that 

● Essay does not meet requirements 

for page length and number of 

sources. 

● Portfolio is not submitted or lacks a 

significant number of exercises. 

● Final essay shows no revision.   
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Style (10 Points) 

VERY EFFECTIVE PARTIALLY EFFECTIVE NEEDS SUBSTANTIAL WORK Score 



All of these qualities are in evidence: 

● Essay accomplishes the rhetorical aim to inform 

in an evenhanded manner. 

● Sentences are clear and can be understood the 

first time they are read. 

● Essay employs appropriate grammar, spelling, 

and mechanics.      

Nearly all of previous qualities are in evidence. It 

is possible that 

● Essay demonstrates inconsistent use of 

rhetorical aim to inform.  

● Sentences are sometimes unclear. 

● Spelling, mechanics and grammar are 

sometimes inappropriate.    

Few or none of previous qualities is in 

evidence. It is possible that 

● The paper is not cohesive. 

● Sentences are difficult to 

understand. 

● Essay does not use appropriate 

grammar, spelling and mechanics 
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FINAL COMMENTS: Dear Student, 

 

 


